


We could hear the strident calls of the dive master as he pointed

excifedl

gathered under a rocky shelf, waiting out the tidal flow in calm
water. Tiputa is a must-do dive but it requires great buoyancy
skills and should only be attempted by those with the proper
experience.

Outside the reef at “Avaturu Pass”, we found ourselves diving
with Silvertip Sharks along a picture perfect reef and drop off.
Silvertips are stocky animals that look as if they mean business.
This was now our sixth different species of shark in the waters of
Polynesia! Our final dives on this magnificent adventure were off
the main island of Tahiti. We had not been enthusiastic about the
prospect of diving there...after all, it’s the main population center
and how good could the diving be? And would we see sharks?

After a quiet entry along a pretty reef called “St. Etienne’s
Dropoff” we stopped and peered under a rocky ledge. There,

into the blue and screamed into his regulator.

A Sicklefin Lemon Shark comes in for a close look in Moorea

resting in the narrow confines of the wall was a small Whitetip
Reef Shark! 30 days, 6 islands, 6 species of shark...and now we
had seen sharks on every island!

The islands of French Polynesia are some of the most beautiful in
the world. The lagoons, beaches, mountains and resorts are
second to none. Underwater, divers are treated to encounters each
and every day that would be the envy of divers the world over:
sharks, turtles, rays, barracuda, Napoleon Wrasse, Tuna and
Lionfish are just a few of the attractions awaiting the adventurous
diver. So pack your gear, book a flight and make sure you bring
enough memory for your digital camera to take lots of
pictures...because you 're gonna need it! A
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