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Michael Salvarezza and Christopher P. 
Weaver head Eco-PhotoExplorers.com 
(EPE), a New York based organization 
promoting interest in protecting our ocean 
environment by creating awareness through 
the use of underwater photography.

Getting There: The only international airport 
is located on the main island of Tahiti. It is 
serviced with direct flights from Los Angeles, 
Hawaii, Paris, Auckland, Sydney, Tokyo, Osaka 
and Easter Island (Chile). Air Tahiti Nui, Quantas, 
Air France, Hawaiian AirLines, Lan Chile and Air 
New Zealand all service French Polynesia.

For flights to Manihi, connect with Air Tahiti, 
the domestic carrier within French Polynesia, 
which offers frequent service to all of the islands 
of French Polynesia.

Baggage: Baggage allowances vary for each 
international carrier so check before you leave. 
For the domestic flights to Manihi, Air Tahiti 
imposes strict limitations on baggage: carry-on 
baggage may not exceed 3kg and standard class 
passengers are permitted 3 checked items not to 
exceed 10kg/. For passengers booked in the “Y” 
boarding class, 20kg is permitted and passen-
gers in the “Z” boarding class can check 50kg. 
Divers are permitted an extra 5kg by showing 
their c-card at the time of check-in.

Travel Documents: A valid passport is 
required for entry. For visitors from Australia, 
no Visa is required for stays up to three months. 
Visitors from the USA and New Zealand require 
a Visa for stays over one month in duration.

Currency: The currency used throughout 
French Polynesia is the Franc of the “Compagnie 
Francaise du Pacifique” usually called the French 
Pacific Franc. It is abbreviated as XPF or CFP. Its 
exchange rate with the Euro is fixed at 119.33 
Pacific Francs per 1 Euro.

Electricity: Power voltage used in French Polyne-
sia is 220 Volts (60 Hz). Be sure to double-check 
your appliance’s compatibility before plugging 
them in. Converters / adaptors are usually avail-
able upon request at your hotel front desk.

Weather: Manihi and the rest of the islands 
in the Tuamotu Archipelago enjoy two distinct 
seasons: a Dry Season and a Humid Season. 
The Dry season runs from April through 
October, with July and August being the 
coolest. This is the Austral winter and tempera-
tures range from 24-28 degrees Celsius. In the 
Humid Season, between November and March, 
more rain can be expected, along with higher 
humidity. Temperatures can range from 26-28 
degrees Celsius. French Polynesia’s climate is 
defined as marine tropical (hot temperatures 
tempered by the ocean).

Where to Stay

Manihi Pearl Beach Resort
Web: http://www.pearlresorts.com/
manihipearlbeachresort/main.php

Dive Operation 
Blue Nui Dive Center is located on the 
grounds of the Manihi Pearl Beach resort.
Tel: (689) 96.42.17, Cell 79.22.72
Web: http://bluenui.com/Ang/manihi_ang.htm

www.NationalGeographicSnorkeler.com




