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Rick’s Blog

Rick’s been in the publishing business for 17 years,  
and has logged more dives than he can count.  

Read more of Rick’s Blog online at:  
www.divenewsnetwork.com/blog/

Rick’s been in the publishing business for 17 years, 

Moose sighted 
at Yellowstone!

On the cover: “Hippocampus Erectus”
A lined seahorse, Hippocampus erectus, photographed  

in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of New Jersey, USA.
 

Herb Segars has spent countless hours over the last  
thirty-three years photographing the shipwrecks, artificial 

reefs and marine life off his home state of New Jersey.
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North America Dive News is published monthly by the Dive News Network 
Media Group at PO Box 1494, Oak Harbor, WA 98277. The Dive News Network 
Media Group reserves the right to refuse service to anyone it chooses. © 2012-
2013 Dive News Network Media Group. All rights reserved. 
Important Notice: The contents of North America Dive News are opinions of 
individual writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the publisher, editor 
or any of its staff.  The publishers and contributors assume no responsibility for 
any mishap claimed to be a result of use of this material. Diving is an adventure 
sport and contains inherent risks.  Improper use of diving equipment or improper 
diving techniques may result in serious injury or death. Readers are advised to 
use their own best judgment in each individual situation.

We encourage readers to participate in determining the content of this 
publication by giving us their opinions on the types of articles they would like to 
see. We invite letters to the editor, manuscripts and photographs related to diving 
or diving-related business.  Send us your stories and photos!
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In a rare turn of events, a moose was sighted at 
Yellowstone National Park and several other prominent 
tourist attractions this summer. The Moose even posed 
for pictures with hundreds of surprised tourists, many 
of whom were startled to see the “furry animal” at these 
popular destinations.
The animal’s owner, Selene Muldowney, took the stuffed 
Canadian Moose on vacation with her as a way of 
making the trip more fun for the kids. “I was given this 
stuffed moose for my birthday a couple of years ago,” 
Muldowney exclaimed with amusement. “We began 
taking him on trips with us, posting photos and trip 
details on his own Facebook page”. Our kids, Amanda 
and Reagan, named him “Scuba Moose” in honor of our 
scuba business and the fact that many of our adventures 
tend to be scuba related. 
Scuba Moose is a great conversation starter and we got 
lots of attention on 
our adventures this 
summer, especially at 
Yellowstone and Mt 
Rushmore. We posed 
for pictures in front of 
old Faithful and even 
made friends with a 
traveling Teddy Bear 
“Princess Teddy” and 
her human family at 
Mt Rushmore. The 
kids loved both of 
these and event took 
him on a 1 ½ mile 
hike at Devil’s Tower 
in Wyoming. All In 
all, we had a great 
time and made some 
strong connections with folks while having some fun.
To follow the adventures of Scuba Moose as he travels 
with his human family, check out his Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/scuba.moose!

conTEnT
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DiVE siTEs :: inDonEsia lEmBEH sTRaiT

It Came from the Muck: 
Indonesia’s Lembeh Strait
By Michael Salvarezza and Christopher P. Weaver  
Photos courtesy Eco-Photo Explorers

The bottom was a grey, featureless expanse of sand and silt, 
punctuated by occasional islands of debris and detritus. Looking 
across this apparent desert, our thoughts drifted to the surface 
of the moon – lifeless, dreary, and mysterious. This is what we 
travelled halfway around the planet to see?

Suddenly, our eyes spotted something – a pair of eyes poking out 
of the silt. We approached warily: what monster lurked below? Using 
a slight wave of our hand, we cleared some of the silt to reveal the 
horrible creature below. With a fearsome grimace, a Stargazer stared 
towards the surface, its jagged, toothy frown of a mouth waiting for 
its next meal to drift by.

Now, our senses adjusting to this unique type of diving, we began 
to spot other frightful and amazing creatures: a Devilfish crawling 
like a demon across the mucky ocean floor, a venomous Stonefish 
lying in wait alongside a small log, a Pygmy Frogfish resting alongside 
a Hairy Frogfish - and a Snake Eel, its head poking skyward from the 
mud.

Slowly, Indonesia’s Lembeh Strait, located in North Sulawesi, 
began to reveal its secrets – and the reasons why divers travel to this 
distant location.

Muck diving in Lembeh is unparalleled as a unique dive 
destination. Here, divers can encounter any number of beautiful 
and strange creatures – most of them existing on a tiny scale. Macro 
photography is predominant here as underwater photographers 
attempt to photograph Pygmy Sea Horses, Dwarf Cuttlefish, Mimic 
Octopus, and so many varieties of nudibranchs that it is difficult to 
keep track of them all.

Our base of operations in Lembeh was the renowned 
Kungkungan Bay Resort & Spa (KBR), which is located so close to 
some of the most spectacular dive sites that boat rides are often as 
short as 3-4 minutes!

Muck diving here consists of descending to 60 feet (18m) or so 
and searching these otherwise uninteresting stretches for the tiniest 
of nature’s marvels. The dive guides at KBR are experts at finding 
these extremely small creatures. You can even dive with Liberty, the 
local dive guide who discovered a previously undescribed species of 
Pipe Seahorse.

Indeed, divers at Lembeh tend to turn into amateur biologists, 
with post-dive conversations escalating into animated discussions 
conducted while poring over illustrated marine life guides!

Our dives in Lembeh never failed to amaze and inspire, and 
our eyes quickly became attuned to the tiny world. Before long, we 
were spotting the tiniest of creatures even without the aid of our 
guides. Brilliantly colored crabs, fascinating species of shrimp and 
myriad types of invertebrates occupied our photographic attention 
constantly.

One special night was spent watching and waiting atop a pile of 
coral rubble for the shy and elusive Mandarinfish mating dance. We 
descended to about 10 feet (3m) and waited motionless for well over 
an hour until, finally, we glimpsed the gaudy fish as they furtively 
peeked out of their protective crevices. Suddenly, in a flash of color in 
our dive lights, a pair raced together 1 foot (.3m) above the bottom, 
mated for 2-3 seconds and disappeared. The dive was over, the image 
captured and a new memory created forever.

 ▲ Spiny Devilfish (Inimicus didactylus)

 ▼ Mating Mandarinfish (Synchiropus splendidus)

[ in this one excursion, we were able to 
check off many of the species that had 
long been on our own “bucketlists”! ]
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It Came from the Muck: 
Indonesia’s Lembeh Strait

Kaui

Hawaii

Maui

Land of Aloha

Dolphins and Manta Rays and Reefs - Oh my!

Hawaii

Jack's Diving Locker 
800.345.4807

www.jacksdivinglocker.com

Capt Charley Neal's Scuba Shack
877.213.4488

www.scubashack.com

Ed Robinson's Diving Adventures
800.635.1273

www.mauiscuba.com

Seasport Divers
800.685.5889

www.seasportdivers.com

Other dives were spent photographing Mimic Octopus, and 
their almost identical relation the Wonderpuss. Telling them apart 
is a challenge – hint: pay attention to the coloring…there’s a subtle 
difference. In addition, we spotted Porcelain Crabs, Orangutan Crabs, 
Sea Spiders, Ghost Pipefish, and Flamboyant Cuttlefish. Black, blue 
and yellow colored Ribbon Eels were frequently encountered as well. 
In fact, in this one excursion, we were able to check off many of the 
species that had long been on our own “bucket lists”! 

Indonesia’s Lembeh Strait is a small stretch of water between 
the islands of North Sulawesi and Pulau Lembeh. It is, in fact, a 
busy waterway and yet it is home to an unbelievable assortment of 
creatures, many of which are endemic to this area alone and some of 
which are still undescribed scientifically. 

As beautiful as the creatures are, the diving here can be 
challenging. Strong currents are frequent and it is best to heed 

the advice of the dive guides and dive where there is slack water. 
And divers who come here expecting ravishing coral reefs will be 
disappointed. Although there are some colorful outcroppings of 
coral, the beauty of Lembeh lies in the muck.

For shipwreck enthusiasts, the Mawali wreck offers a terrific 
diversion. The most commonly dived wreck in the Strait, this Japanese 
freighter from WWII is lying on its port side and has a length of 
90 meters (270 feet). It sits in 90 FSW (30 feet) and makes for an 
interesting dive for those who are comfortable diving on shipwrecks. 
Other wrecks in the area include the Bimoli, Indah and Kapal Ikan.

Lembeh deserves protection so that future generations can 
enjoy this special place and the wonderful collection of weird and 
beautiful creatures that reside here. The best way to ensure this is for 

 ▲ Lembeh is a highway on the water for local commerce  ▼ Pygmy Seahorse (Hippocampus bargibanti)

[ in this one excursion, we were able to 
check off many of the species that had 
long been on our own “bucketlists”! ]
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DiVE DiREcToRy :: TRoPical
Sunset House 800.854.4767 
www.sunsethouse.com

Southern Cross Club 345.948.1099 
www.southerncrossclub.com

COZUMEL
Albatros Charters 888.333.4643 
www.albatroscharters.com

Diver’s Paradise 987.112.7630 
www. diveparadise.com

Hotel Cozumel +52.987.872.9020 
www.hotelcozumel.com.mx/en

Sea Robin 951.824.9073 
www.searobincozumel.com

CURACAO
Go West Diving (599-9) 864-0102 
www.gowestdiving.com

Dive Curacao Now 352.302.0757 
www.divecuracaonow.com

FIJI
Dolphin Bay Divers Retreat 
679.992.4001 dolphinbaydivers.com

 Lalati Resort & Spa 877.750.0233 
 www.lalatifiji.com

Paradise Taveuni 679.888.0125 
www.paradiseinfiji.com

Wananavu 679.669.4433 
www.wananavu.com

Volivoli Beach Resort 916.955.2038 
www.volivoliresort.com

FLORIDA
Conch Republic Divers 305.852.1655 
www.conchrepublicdivers.com

Narcosis Scuba Center 727.934.6474 
www.narcosisscuba.com

SeaExperienceCharters 954.770.3483 
www.divefortlauderdale.com

GALAPAGOS
Divencounters Alliance 877.323.DIVE  
www.divencounters.com

GUADALUPE, Mx
Club Cantamar Resort & Liveaboards 
diveccion@clubcantamar.com 

divers to continue to come here. Divers experience, photograph and 
share stories with others, who will in turn marvel at the plethora of 
amazing animals to be found here.

At first, it feels like a horror movie with a cheesy title. But soon, 
it becomes a beautiful symphony of multi-varied macro marine life. 
It came from the muck…and we couldn’t be happier!

Getting There

The best way to reach Lembeh is via Silk Air into the city of 
Manado. 

A valid passport is required for entry, with enough blank pages 
for the mandatory tourist visa, which is purchased on arrival, and 
must be valid for 6 months after arrival.

Immunizations and Medicine

Make sure all your vaccinations are up to date! All travelers should 
visit their personal physician or a travel health clinic to discuss what 
vaccinations (Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, Malaria, Typhoid, and Tetanus-
diphtheria) and travel medicine are recommended. All medicine 
should be packed in their original, clearly labeled containers. Having 
a signed and dated letter from a physician describing your medical 
conditions and medications is suggested.

Note: Travel health clinics usually provide more detailed health 
protection measures since they specialize in travel medicine. Beware 
of travelers’ diarrhea, which is the most common travel-related 
ailment. Insect protection is a must and essential!

 ▼ Mimic Octopus (Thaumoctopus mimicus)

 ▲ Gloomy Tambja (Tambja morose)

BAHAMAS
Epic Diving 813.4.SHARKS 
www.epicdiving.com

“SEA DRAGON” DIVE LIVE-ABOARD 
www.seadragonbahamas.com

UNEXSO 800.992.3483 
www.unexso.com

BELIZE
Splash Dive Center +501.523.3080 
www.splashbelize.com

BOnAIRE
Buddy Dive Resort 800.728.2234 
www.buddydive.com

Carib Inn +599 717 8819 
www.caribinn.com

CAyMAn ISLAnDS
Divetech@Cobal Coast Dive Resort 
888.946.5656 divetech.com cobaltcoast.com

In Depth Watersports  866.476.2195 
www.indepthwatersports.com

Sea Dragon 
Bahamas 
Diving
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Nautilus Explorer 604.241.1918 
info@nautilusexplorer.com

San Diego Shark Diving Expeditions 
619.299.8660 sdsharkdiving.com

HAWAII
Capt. Charley’s Scuba Shack Maui 
80477 www.scubashack.com

HOnDURAS
Camp Bay Beach Resort 
954.636.2844 campbayresort.com

InDOnESIA
Kungkungan Bay Resort & Spa 
530.347.2300 www.divekbr.com

MExICO
Maya Palms Resorts & Dive Center 
888.843.3483 www.mayapalms.com

MAyA RIvERIA
Cave Training Mexico  (1)- 9848762139  
www.cavetrainingmexico.com

 Lalati Resort & Spa 877.750.0233 
 www.lalatifiji.com

Paradise Taveuni 679.888.0125 
www.paradiseinfiji.com

Wananavu 679.669.4433 
www.wananavu.com

Volivoli Beach Resort 916.955.2038 
www.volivoliresort.com

FLORIDA
Conch Republic Divers 305.852.1655 
www.conchrepublicdivers.com

Narcosis Scuba Center 727.934.6474 
www.narcosisscuba.com

SeaExperienceCharters 954.770.3483 
www.divefortlauderdale.com

GALAPAGOS
Divencounters Alliance 877.323.DIVE  
www.divencounters.com

GUADALUPE, Mx
Club Cantamar Resort & Liveaboards 
diveccion@clubcantamar.com 

ROAtAn
Coco View Resort  (800) 510-8164 
www.cocoviewresort.com

Luna Beach Resort 866.710.LUNA  
www.lunabeachresort.com   (5862)

Roatan Charter, Inc. 800.282.8932  
www.roatan.com

Turquoise Bay Resort 504.2413.2229 
www.turquoisebayresort.com

SOUtH CAROLInA
Internat’l Diving Institute 888-728-3483 
www.internationaldivinginstitute.com

tRAvEL WHOLESALE
Deep Blue Adventures (888) 266-2209 
www.deepblueadventures.com

Fly & Sea Dive Adventures  
888.995.DIVE(3483) www.redseadiving.ca

Scuba Travel Ventures 800.298.9009 
www.scubatravelventures.com

Scuba Cancun 01.998.849.7508  
www.scubacancun.com.mx

MICROnESIA
Kosrae Village Ecolodge 
691.370.3483 www.kosraevillage.com

nORtH CAROLInA
Discovery Diving, Co 252.728.2265 
www.discoverydiving.com

PHILIPPInES
Atlantis Dive Resorts & Liveaboards  
reservations@atlantishotel.com 

Marco Vincent Dive Resort  
reservation@marcovincent.com

Turtle Bay Dive Resort 6332.316.4133 
www.turtlebaydiveresort.com

RED SEA - EGyPt
Fly & Sea Dive Adventures  
888.995.DIVE(3483) www.redseadiving.ca

Baggage

Baggage allowances vary for each international carrier so check 
before you leave.  

Weather

Indonesia has an equatorial tropical climate. October through 
April is the wet season. May through September is the hottest time 
of the year, with temperatures in the 80s (27ºC) and 90s (32ºC) 
Fahrenheit each day. Tropical downpours are common, although 
severe storms such as pacific typhoons are very rare. 

Currency

The local currency is the Rupiah (Rp) but US Dollars are often 
accepted at all resorts.

Electricity

Power voltage used in Indonesia is 220 Volts (50 Hz). Be sure 
to double-check your appliance’s compatibility before plugging them 
in. Converters / adaptors are usually available upon request at your 
hotel front desk.

Customs

There are a number of different religions that are practiced in 
Indonesia, Muslim being the most predominate at about 87 percent. 
Although Christianity is a minority religion in Indonesia, it is 
not evenly spread throughout the region. It is important to note, 
Indonesia is a conservative nation and appropriate attire, and cultural 
sensitivities are important. Check with guidebooks for specific tips 
on how best to avoid offending the local population.

 ▼ Kungkungan Bay Resort on the Lembeh Straight
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